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No Small Thing

by Rev. Sheryl Stewart

Isaiah
49:1-7

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9

John 1:29-42

RR: Psalm 40: 1-11
Summary: Called. not only as light to the tribes of Jacob and Israel but to bring salvation to the ends of the earth, Jesus also knows us by name: both whom we are and who we shall yet become.

Today’s lectionary offers us an amazing look into the heart of Jesus and, hence, into the mind of God. I love that verse which says, “It’s too small a thing just to save all of Israel and Judah, and to fulfill my promises to the Jews. I will extend my salvation to include everyone and offer light to the ends of the Earth.” That first part – saving the Jews -- is so amazing, so huge, so divine that God saying this work would be too small and easy makes me laugh. It is like God saying, “Creating this grain of sand was too little, I’ll make an entire world and fill it with life and beauty, making a place for everyone.”


It is no surprise, then, that Jesus displays the same universal generosity. Paul thanks God for this Gentile church in Corinth, commenting that God’s faithfulness is evidenced in their blameless speech and conduct, making them witnesses to the righteousness of God in one of the most notoriously selfish and amoral cities in the ancient world. Corinth was the Las Vegas of the age and they would have echoed the slogan of “What happens here, stays here.” God made sure that something wonderful was happening in that church and their generosity did not stay put; rather, other churches around the world and back in Jerusalem were supported by their generous gifts and faithful example.


Jesus goes way beyond a superficial knowledge of those whom He calls. Jesus starts with Andrew, who invites his brother, Peter, and moves right on to Philip. He knows this impulsive Simon’s name yet calls him Simon Peter, the rock. When Philip invites Nathanael and he joins the growing band of disciples, Jesus already knows all about his honesty and even saw him “beneath a fig tree” before Philip even spoke to him.


Nathaniel’s immediate reaction of awe and faith implies that this fig tree was not just any random place. For him to have a reaction like this hints that he was praying to God in a favorite spot and that only someone who shared the Divine mind could have known this.


Jesus not only sees us and knows us by name, He also knows what God plans for us to become and whom we shall yet be. Therefore, our first names are called “Christian names,” as they are given to us by our parents like prayers to inform and direct our family names. Jesus goes deeper still, knowing that Simon is really Peter in God’s plan. That name was hidden from Peter until Jesus called him, and I believe each of us has secret names expressing a destiny God plans for us.


In my own case, my children’s stories often mention a lady angel named “Pneuma,” after God’s holy breath. Her name implies a special relationship and responsibility to share the Holy Spirit. I cannot say with certainty, but I strongly suspect that my own spirit has heard a whisper of what she is called from the throne of God.


What of each of you? I see divine gifts of hospitality, prayer, praise, knowledge, wisdom, endurance, melody and song, and hope sitting right here before me. As we are so known to God, we become known to each other. With Paul, I give God thanks that amid a world which is often fallen and sick, I can see people redeemed and healing.


So, let’s give God the glory, great things He has done, is doing, and shall yet perfect! Amen.

